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Physical Science 2019-2020
Mr. Douglas Arbuckle
Room 601
Email – Doug.Arbuckle@nordoniaschools.org
Website – Arbuckle.weebly.com
Textbook: Physics, A First Course, CPO Science © 2005
 “Success is piece of mind that is the direct result of self
satisfaction in knowing you did your best to become the best
that you are capable of becoming”.
John Wooden, UCLA 






men’s basketball coach
                                            (1948-1976)

COURSE GOALS

1. The classroom will be a positive learning environment.  You should never stop questioning, as science and learning does not progress without questioning.

2. Dedication, commitment, and hard work are often necessary to understand difficult concepts. I truly believe that each of you will be successful.
3. This course will prepare you to be more independent and self-sufficient. With that, comes a higher expectation level of maturity and responsibilities.
COURSE OUTLINE

The textbook concepts/chapters will be tentatively covered in the following order:


Semester 1 --- Scientific Method, Chemistry, Matter, Atomic Structure, Temperature, Conservation Laws, Energy   
Semester 2 --- Energy Systems, Electric Circuits, Electrical Systems, Electrical Charges and Forces, Waves, Sounds, Light, Laws of Motion   

All chapters may not be covered in detail, so being in class, listening, participating, and taking notes is crucial.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

1. 3-ring binder with dividers for course notebook

2. #2 pencils
3. Calculator (with square root function)
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS AND ROUTINES
1. Respect your classmates, the room, the equipment, and me, and I will respect you. Please raise your hand if you have a question, so that multiple conversations are not occurring. 

2. Act responsibly (no swearing, horseplay, or other insubordination). 
3. Bring necessary materials to class.
4. Be on time, have materials out, and be focused for class. 
5. No gum or cell phones. You may have snacks or drinks if in bottles or containers. 
6. Please manage bathroom visits between classes. I will limit bathroom passes.
7. Cheating and blatant copying is forbidden. You will be given a zero on the assignment, parent contact will be made.
ASSIGNMENTS AND NOTEBOOKS
1. A tentative weekly schedule of assignments, tests, labs, etc. will be posted on the board. Schedule/assignments will also be posted on Arbuckle.Weebly.com.   
2. Assignments and labs are due at the start of the class period, BEFORE reviewing them in class. Some homework will be collected, but most will be stamped for completion and graded later with your unit folder.   
3. If you are absent for a lab, you will have one week to complete it. If you are absent for a homework assignment, you should complete the assignment posted on the website. Otherwise, if the assignment is reviewed in class the following day after your absence, you will be excluded from the points on the assignment (but you may complete it optionally for practice).
4. Make-up tests and quizzes must be taken according to the number of days you are absent. 
5. Assignments and labs must be completed in pencil. 
6. A course notebook (3-ring binder with numeric tabs) is required. A unit folder is also required which contains unit work that is not yet graded. There will be periodic notebook tests.
7. The final exam will be held at Cedar Point in the Spring. You MUST have a cumulative passing grade in the course to attend.

GRADING

Grades are calculated by the percentage of points you have earned on tests, quizzes, labs, homework, and other projects (rockets, etc). Tests and quizzes account for about 40% of the grade, labs about 30%, and other assignments about 30%. Graded work will be posted timely into Progress Book, so students should check grades regularly.
HOW TO SUCCEED

1. Understand that you have choices on how hard you will work. 

2. Attend class every day, and be focused and prepared.

3. Follow procedures and employ good study habits.

4. Be organized, complete all assignments, and don’t get behind.
5. Listen, ask questions, and participate.

6. Come in to see me for help when struggling.

STUDENT & PARENT/GUARDIAN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I, __________________________________, have read the Physical Science syllabus for the 2019-2020 school year.  I understand my responsibilities and the expectations of this course.  I will abide by those expectations as well as all the rules stated in the Student Handbook.

Student signature   ____________________________________________
Date   ____________

I have received and read my child’s copy of the Physic Science syllabus for the 2019-2020 school year.

Parent/Guardian signature   ______________________________​​___________
Parent/Guardian email address ______________________________________
Date   ____________
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