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Honors Chemistry 2019-20
Mr. Douglas Arbuckle
Room 601
Email – Doug.Arbuckle@nordoniaschools.org
Website – Arbuckle.weebly.com
Chemistry is the science that investigates the composition, 
properties, and changes in properties of substances and

various forms of matter.
"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time." Thomas A. Edison
COURSE GOALS

1. The classroom will be a positive learning environment.  You should never stop questioning, as learning does not progress without questioning.

2. Dedication, commitment, and hard work are often necessary to understand difficult concepts. I believe that each of you will be successful.

3. As with any Honors course, this course will prepare you to be more independent and self-sufficient. With that comes a higher expectation level of maturity and responsibilities.
COURSE OUTLINE

The units will be tentatively covered in the following order:


Semester 1 --- Safety/Measurement/Matter; Atoms/Elements/Compounds/ Radioactivity; Quantum Theory/Periodic Trends; Chemical Nomenclature; Chemical Reactions; Moles; Stoichiometry   
Semester 2 --- Energy; Gases; Chemical Bonding; Liquids/Solids; Solutions; Acids/Bases/Equilibrium     

A textbook is not used (not distributed), however a class set is available in the classroom.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

1. Course notebook - 3-ring binder with labeled dividers

2. Loose manila folder (for current unit homework)

3. #2 pencils

4. Scientific calculator

5. Ruler

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
1. Respect your classmates, the room, the lab, and your teacher.  

2. Act responsibly (in other words, act like an Honors student). 

3. Bring course materials and ChromeBooks to class daily. 

4. Be on time, have materials out, and be focused for class. 
5. No gum or cell phones. Sealed drink containers and snacks are permitted.
6. Cheating and blatant copying is forbidden. Disciplinary action will be taken.
ASSIGNMENTS/LABS/NOTEBOOKS
1. At the beginning of each week, the class schedule is posted on the board. Schedule changes and reminders are sent through the Remind texting system. 
2. All learning targets, notes, readings, worksheets, lecture videos, and unit schedule are posted on my website (Arbuckle.weebly.com). One complete set is provided to you at the start of each unit.   
3. Labs are completed in lab groups. Lab reports/write-ups are submitted individually. There is NEVER to be any drinking or eating in the lab.

4. Completing make-up quizzes, tests, and labs is YOUR responsibility, and must be done within one week. 
5. Self-assessment is critical in this course. Assignments are stamped at the start of the class period, prior to reviewing them. You should correct your mistakes during class while assignments are reviewed. Assignments are collected and assessed as a unit folder on the day of the unit test.    

6. All work should be completed in pencil. 
ASSESSMENT
Grades are calculated by the percentage of points students have earned on tests, quizzes, labs, and assignments. 


           Tests/Quizzes 

70% 

           

Labs 



15%
           

Assignments


15% 
Most units have at least one lab and one quiz, in additional to one unit test. Grades are posted timely into Progress Book, so students are encouraged to check regularly. A midterm and final exam are also given, in addition to three quarterly tests.  
EIGHT SUCCESS FACTORS
1. Chemistry is about solving problems and critical thinking. The world is full of challenges that require good problem solvers and critical thinkers. Become one.
2. Understand that you have choices on how hard you will work.
3. Attend class every day, be focused, and be prepared.

4. Follow procedures and employ good study habits.

5. Be organized, complete all assignments, and don’t get behind. The website always contains resources to stay on track. 
6. Review content on a regular basis.
7. Listen, ask questions, and participate.

8. Come in for help when struggling.
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